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Debate
Events
Lincoln-Douglas Debate (LD)

I. WHAT IS LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE?

Lincoln-Douglas debate is a “one-on-one” argumentation where the debaters attempt to convince the judge of the acceptability of their proposition of value.

II.
DEFINITION OF A PROPOSITION OF VALUE

A proposition of value is a statement about the merit or qualities we assign to a given object, thing, event, or idea.  A value resolution labels an object (etc.) as either something we are favorable towards or something we are not favorable towards.  Value resolutions take several forms:

A. Moral Value Resolutions:  state that something is good or bad in an ethical sense

B. Artistic Value Resolutions: state that something is pleasing or displeasing to our senses

C. Political Value Resolutions: state preferences of political philosophies

Some L-D debate propositions are worded to offer two conflicting values:  “Preservation of the environment should take precedence over resource development.”

Some L-D debate propositions regard the acceptability of a single value:  “Plea bargaining is an acceptable method of administering justice.”

III. FORMAT


Each speaker in the debate has an equal amount of time to persuade the judge.


Affirmative Constructive






6 minutes


Cross Examination by negative





3 minutes


Negative Constructive






7 minutes


Cross Examination by affirmative




3 minutes


Affirmative Rebuttal






4 minutes


Negative Rebuttal







6 minutes


Affirmative Rebuttal






3 minutes

Each speaker is allowed four minutes of preparation (prep) time during the debate.

IV.
DUTIES OF THE SPEAKERS

A. The Affirmative speaker is required to uphold an analysis of the value(s) implied in the resolution.

B.
The Negative speaker may choose:

1. to uphold a countervailing (neutralized) analysis of the value(s) implied in the resolution

OR

2. to offer a straight refutation of the affirmative position

OR

3. to offer a combination of counter analysis and refutation


C.  Both speakers bear the burden of clash in rebuttal speeches – that is each must speak to

        his/her opponent’s position in the debate.

V.
JUDGING CRITERIA

A. Since neither side can prove a value, the decision should go to the debater who best upholds his/her side of the resolution through effective analysis, evidence and reasoning, refutation, and delivery.

B. EVIDENCE:  Value debating is more subjective (feelings) than policy debating which is more objective (factual).  That does not mean the L-D debater does not have to utilize evidence in presenting arguments.

NO L-D debater should be allowed to carry an argument on the basis of personal values which are not substantiated by some sort of evidence.

Type of evidence utilized might include factual data, testimony, comparison and contrast, analogy, allusion, example, etc.

C. Lincoln-Douglas debaters DO NOT advocate establishing any new policy or advocate changes in existing policy.

Existing or past policy may be debated in relation to the effect the policy has on the values the debater has analyzed as being implied in the resolution.  Thus, if a debater has analyzed a resolution as implying the importance of freedom, he/she could argue against policy that limits freedoms.  No change in policy or new policy presentation is required, however.

D. No new issues may be raised during the rebuttal speeches.

E. MAKING A DECISION:

Since neither side can absolutely prove a value position, the decision should go to the debater who best upholds his/her side of the resolution by offering effective analysis, evidence and reasoning, refutation, and delivery.  Never should a decision be made on the basis of the judge’s personal convictions regarding the topic.  Remember, the debaters have no choice about which side of the resolution they must uphold.

The ballot asks:  “Who did the better job of debating?”

Public Forum Debate (PF)

What is it?

A two-person debate with a twist!  This newly-added event focuses on a media-centered approach to current events – a style much like that of television’s “Crossfire” or “Meet the Press.”  This type of debate begins with a coin toss to determine sides (Pro or Con) and speaker order (first or last).

Each team will be evaluated within the framework of contemporary media metaphors:  “How do I feel about the topic?”  “Which debater is more trustworthy?”  “Who has the better ethos?”

In other words, unlike Lincoln-Douglas Debate which concentrates heavily on theoretical issues of value, Public Forum Debate appeals to the EMOTIONS!  It is highly recommended for debaters to “pull on the heartstrings” of the judges, allowing for emotions to play a major role in deciding the winner of the round! 

Besides using hard facts, such as internet sources, news programs, newspaper articles, documents, and reports, to support your arguments, it is also highly encouraged to include stories, anecdotes, examples, and vivid imagery into your speeches in order to hit on the emotions of your judges and opponents!

How does it work?

Time Limits:







Team A (Speaker 1)



4 min






Team B (Speaker 1)



4 min






(Prep time if needed)






Crossfire (between A1 & B1)


2 min






Team A (Speaker 2)



4 min






Team B (Speaker 2)



4 min






(Prep time if needed)






Crossfire (between A2 & B2)


2 min






A1 Summary




2 min

[image: image2.wmf]




B1 Summary




2 min






Grand Crossfire (all speakers)


3 min






A2 Final Focus




1 min






B2 Final Focus




1 min
* 2 min Prep Time per team

* 33 minutes total time

Public Forum Debate

Instructions to Judges/Debaters

Coin Toss:
To begin the round, one team will flip a coin and the other team will call it while the coin is in 


the air.  The winner of the toss will choose sides (either Pro or Con) OR speaking 
order (speak 


first or last).  The loser of the toss gets to choose whatever remains.

Both teams can use 2 minutes of preparation time during the entire round.
Speeches:
Speaker 1 speaks for 4 minutes.  Speaker 2 speaks for 4 minutes.  These speeches should outline reasons to affirm or negate the resolution.  They should include facts, expert opinions, and sources of information.  They should not include plans, counterplans, off-topic arguments (kritiks), etc.

Crossfire 1:
Speaker 1 and Speaker 2 crossfire each other for 3 minutes.  Speaker 1 gets to ask the first question.  Following that question, either person can ask and answer questions.  Questions should be brief and relevant.  Filibustering and rudeness are frowned upon.

Speeches:
Speaker 3 speaks for 4 minutes.  Speaker 4 speaks for 4 minutes.  These speeches should outline reason to affirm or negate the resolution.  They should include


facts, expert opinions, and sources of information.  They should not include plans, counterplans, off-topic arguments (kritiks), etc.  These speeches may include rebuttals of opponents’ arguments.

Crossfire 2:
Speaker 3 and Speaker 4 crossfire each other for 3 minutes.  Speaker 3 gets to ask the first question.  Following that question, either person can ask and answer questions.  Questions should be brief and relevant.  Filibustering and rudeness are frowned upon.

Summaries:
Speaker 1 speaks for 2 minutes.  Speaker 2 speaks for 2 minutes.  These speeches should summarize the points that the team feels it is winning and should refute opponents’ arguments.  Summary speeches may include new information, but they may not include new arguments.  (New information used to counter an old argument is NOT a new argument.)

Grand Crossfire:
All four speakers crossfire each other for 3 minutes.  The team that spoke first in the round gets to ask the first question.  Following that question, either team can ask and answer questions.  Questions should be brief and relevant.  Filibustering and rudeness are frowned upon.


Note: The judge serves as the moderator of the round and may halt any crossfire that is out of control.

Final Focus:
Speaker 3 speaks for 1 minute.  Speaker 4 speaks for 1 minute.  In this speech, debaters should emphasize the arguments or single argument that should win the debate for that side.  No new arguments are permitted.  *Who is the most persuasive in the Final Focus?

Who wins? The judge may vote on one of the Final Focus arguments or based upon another issue(s) s/he felt was more important and convincing. The judge must identify the voting issue on the ballot.  (In other words, what argument(s) persuaded his/her opinion?)
Individual
Events
(Speech)
ORIGINAL ORATORY (OO)
Aim:  
Student will write and present a speech that is intelligent, truthful, interesting, and original. The oration is both informational as well as persuasive/motivational.
GENERAL RULES


( The oration must be the original work of the student

( The student may use sources to help compile the oration.  These sources must be listed on the official bibliographic form and submitted with the oration.

· All quoted words in “quotation marks” and underlined (no more than 150 quoted words)
· The student is not permitted to fabricate a story and present it as if it is true.  If you make up a story, then you must tell the audience that you’ve made it up.

· The selection must be MEMORIZED!

· Typed in Times New Roman 12 point font  (for script submission)

· Double-spaced

· Separate, typed bibliography page – see coach

· Separate, typed cover sheet – see coach

· Time limit – 8 to10 minutes (30-second grace)

DELIVERY

A. No one style of delivery is correct.  It is judged on overall effectiveness.

B. It is judged for mastery of the following mechanics:

1. Quality and use of voice

2. Body expression

3. Facial expression

4. Hand movements

5. Enunciation and diction

6. Sincerity

7. Poise

THOUGHT

A. The oration does not have to solve a problem.

B. It should be intelligently discussed.

C. It should be interesting.

D. It should be of some profit to the audience.

E. The subject should be discussed in an original and creative manner.

COMPOSITION

Careful consideration should be given to the following:

A. Rhetoric – appropriate figures of speech

B. Vocabulary – should be more than correct; it should consist of a discriminating choice of words

C. Balanced sentences

Remember:  It is an oral presentation – not just an essay-writing contest!

ORATORICAL INTERPRETATION (OI)
Aim:
Student will reproduce the words and re-create the thought, emotion, and effect of an original oration through an oral presentation of the selected material.
GENERAL RULES

· Materials used in this event must have been presented first as an original speech by the author, a person other than the present contestant.

· The contestant must preface the oration by giving the title and author of the original speech.  The contestant may add brief, additional information for clarification.

· The present contestant may not change the author’s original intent or update any statistics.  The student may cut information.

· The selection must be MEMORIZED!

· Time limit – 8 to 10 minutes (30-second grace)

JUDGING

A. Appropriateness of the speech to the speaker

B. Delivery

1. Sincerity

2. Gestures

3. Facial expression

4. Vocal quality

5. Enunciation and diction

6. Effective movement

C. No one style of delivery is correct as long as it is effective

D. The style and content of the speech itself should not be judged since the presenter did not write it.
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DRAMATIC AND HUMOROUS INTERPRETATION (DI/HI)
Aim:
Student will re-create the character(s) in a presented story while suggesting the character(s) with restraint to the audience.

GENERAL RULES

· This is a MEMORIZED selection!

· It must be taken from published materials.

· The contestant may not change the lines or assign them to another character.

· The contestant must maintain the author’s original intent.

· Costumes, make-up, sound effects, lighting, and props are NOT PERMITTED!

· Movement is somewhat limited as inside the “hula hoop.”

· Contestants may portray more than one character, but monologues are also acceptable.

· Time limit – 8 to 10 minutes (30-second grace)

SELECTION

A. Should be appropriate for competition

B. Should be appropriate to the contestant

C. Should be adapted so that the audience can understand it even though they may have never read the published material

D. Selection may be cuttings from published novels, short stories, plays, or poetry.

GESTURE AND PANTOMIME

A. Should be used with restraint.  This is interpretation – not acting!

B. Watch below-the-waist gestures – ask coach for specifics.

CHARACTERIZATIONS

A. Voices and characters should be consistent and believable.

B. Physical characterizations and facial expressions should be different for the different characters.

C. Monologues are acceptable but should have some variety and mood changes.
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PROSE/POETRY READING (P/P)

Aim:
Student will re-create not only the words but the thoughts, emotions, and effects of the selections through a common theme or message.

GENERAL RULES

· Each contestant prepares a combined prose and poetry program by tying the two together with a CENTRAL THEME; typically 3-5 different selections are used

· The manuscript must be in the order in which it is presented.

· The program must have a MINIMUM OF 200 WORDS OF POETRY.

· The program must have a MINIMUM OF 200 WORDS OF PROSE.

· The program must be drawn from published material.

· Each contestant shall give a brief introduction (“teaser”) in order to stimulate interest.  You should give the author and title of each selection for clarity purposes, but it is not required.

· The prose and poetry may be interwoven or completely separated by individual introductions.

· The program should NOT BE MEMORIZED, but the reader should be familiar with the material.

· Typed in Times New Roman 12 point font (for script submission)

· Introduction and all transitional material CAPITALIZED and double-spaced

· Poetry indented at least five spaces and single-spaced

· Prose in regular margins and double-spaced

· Separate, typed bibliography page – see coach

· Separate, typed cover sheet – see coach

· Time limit – 8 to 10 minutes (30-second grace)

To type to fit in black presentation book, set margins as follows:


( Top:  2”

( Bottom:  2”


( Right:  1.7”


( Left:  1”

PRESENTATION

A. Should be skillfully tied together in a clear and interesting manner

B. Should be appropriate for the individual

C. Should be judged on appropriateness of gestures, expression, and vocal quality

D. Should be interpreted with restraint – this is not a solo acting event, but you can include characterizations and dialogue

E. Should demonstrate contestant’s skill in handling the manuscript
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DUO INTERPRETATION (DUO)
Aim:  The performance of a scene or cutting with two characters or more from a published play, novel, short story, or poetry, presented by two individuals.

GENERAL RULES

· The selection must be MEMORIZED!

· It must be taken from published material.

· The contestants may not change the lines or give them to another character.

· The contestants must maintain the author’s original intent.

· Costumes, make-up, sound effects, lighting, and props are NOT PERMITTED!

· Movement is somewhat limited as in DI or HI (“hula hoop”)

· Contestants may portray single or multiple characters.

· Contestants may not make physical or eye contact EXCEPT in the narration, transitions, and introduction of the performance.

· Focus must be indirect (off-stage focal points) during the performance itself.

· Contestants must identify the title and author in the introductory narration.

· Time limit – 8 to 10 minutes (30-second grace)

SELECTION

A. Should be appropriate for competition

B. Should be appropriate to the contestants

C. Should be adapted so that the audience can understand it even though they may have never read the published material

D. Should be blocked in a realistic manner

E. Selections may be cuttings from published plays, novels, short stories, or poetry
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IMPROMPTU SPEAKING

Aim:  
Student will perform a limited-prep speech with topic selection varied from round to round.

TOPIC AREAS

· Analysis of Proverbs

· Analysis of Quotations

PROCESS

A. All competitors will report to their scheduled room for each round.

B. Students will draw from an envelope of topics provided by the judge.

C. The speaker will draw three topics and discard two shortly after reading through each topic drawn.

D. Students will have a total of seven minutes to both prep and speak, but they may use this time to their discretion.  (i.e. prep for 2 min.; speak for 5 min.)

E. Speeches are to be no more than 7 minutes in length with a 30-second grace period.  (There is no minimum time requirement.)

F. No notes shall be used during the contestant’s presentation, but the competitor may hold onto the topic during his/her speech.
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EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING

(US or International – USX or IX)

Aim:  
Student will perform a 7-minute speech with topic selection varied from round to round.

TOPIC AREAS

· Focuses on the analysis of domestic or international current events topics.  YOU MUST ENJOY WATCHING & READING THE DAILY NEWS FOR THIS EVENT!
PROCESS

A. All competitors will report to the Prep Room. 

B. Students will draw every seven minutes 

C. Students will have 30 minutes to prepare, and they should consult their prep files for sources – at least 5-7 sources MUST be cited within speech
D. Students will be dismissed to their room for speaking by the Prep Room monitor.

E. Students will give their speeches individually to the judge and then exit the room.

F. Speeches are to be no more than 7 minutes in length with a 30-second grace period.  (There is no minimum time requirement.)

G. Notes should not be used during the contestant’s presentation.

� EMBED Unknown  ���











� EMBED Unknown  ���
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